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1 tes ee a 
con: ae NOTICE. which the character and conduct 
Erte of your Honourable House are 


| COT. ‘The Communication intended for 


t and ie present Number is postponed, in 


me er to expedite the publication of 


ee .Conpetr’s Petition to the House 
bore "1° o.8 
: Commons. This Petition was of- 
fore. ii : : 

ed to Lord Foxikestvone, with a 
time, 
vy ew to its being prescnied to the 
‘ho. puse ; but his Lordship, after peru- 
$, to , , returned it: at the same time 
such @giving permission to state, that the 


itles, aniform, or, at least, usnal rejection 





tages f Petitions, when extending through 
nedi- eral sheets of paper, was his only 
het BiRBason for declining to present it. 

s the ie 

ir so Cr) TILE ese: 


forth & 
Life, 

the 
erve 


eing 


> THE HONOURABLE THE Com- 
MoNs or THE Unitep Kinc- 
pom OF Great BrITAIN AND 
IRELAND, IN PARLIAMENT AS- 
SEMBLED. 


The Petition of William Cobbett, 
of Botley, in the County of 
Hants, now residing at North 
Hampstead, in the Stale of 
New York, this 20th day of 
Vovember, 1817, 


Ly ene 
a 
allot: 
a ten 


‘Ad. 
re of 
umbly sheweth, 


That your Petitioner, always 
emblingly alive to those feelings 






sold, 
raud, 


respect, reyerence and awe, 





so well calculated to excite and 
perpetuate in the breasts of all 
mankind, could not, though there- 
unto urged by a sense of imperi- 
ous duty, have been induced thus 
to venture to beseech even one 
moment’s attention from your 
Honourable House, had he not 
been sustained by reflecting on 
the well-known indulgent and 
benign deportment of your Ho- 
nourable House towards all his 
Majesty’s subjects, and more es- 
pecially towards those who ap- 
proach you with their petitions. 
Your Petitioner, though living 
in safety and happiness; though 
in no danger of arbitrary arrests ; 
though in no danger of changing 
his house for a dungeon and his 


own clothes for a criminal’s garb; 


though surrounded by his family 
who can lay their heads on their 
pillows unhaunted by the ap- 
prehension of seeing him no more ; 
though there is no fiscal extor- 
tioner. to wrest from him _ his 
money, and no spy to sell his 
blood: though thus happily si- 


tuated, under the protection of a 
| ; F 
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Government, founded on the; 


Common Law of England, and 
earried on by men, amongst whom 
bribery, corruption, vote-selling 
and seat-selling, are not only not 
as notorious as the sun at noon 
day, but are wholly unknown and 
almost unintelligible in point of 
meaning; though, as the natural 
consequence of this just and wise 
Government, your humble Peti-| 
tioner sees around him no starva- 
tion, no beggary, and scarcely 
hears he of any of those acts 
which the Jaw regards as crimes; 
though his eves are never shocked 
by those erections, exhibitions and 
circumstances inseparable from 
the ignomimious exit of malefac- 
tors, and though his ears are never 
annoyed and his heart wounded 
by the cries of the fatherless chil- 
dren and the widows of men, who 
have sought shelter from the shame 
of pecuniary ruin in death inflict- 
ed by their own hands; though, 
in short, your Petitioner is in the 
midst of a state of things, where 
all is order, content, peace and 
good will, yet the calamities of his 
native country are ever present to 
his mind, and that true and faith- 
ful allegiance which he bears to 
his lawful king, together with the 
unalterable attachment which he 
bears to his country, impel him to 









































submit to your Honourable House 
his opinions as to the causes of 
those calamities and his prayer as) 
to the remedy to be adopted, all 
which, however, he does withsen.| 
timents of deference the most com. 
plete and of humility the -most) 
profound. 

Powerful as are the motives, by 
which your Petitioner is actuated, | 
the contemplation of the dignified! 
character and of the renowned, 
wisdom of your Honourable’ 
House produces in his mind sof 


gous 
% 
Kn 


nese 





im 
brov 
fione 
lense 
? prfo 
ill, 
BU 
lous 
ipal 
inde 
complete a conviction of his utter jm 
insignificance, that it would bel) 
altogether impossible for him to 
support himself under the thought 
of becoming an object of the dis. 
pleasure or contempt of your 
|} Honourable House, a thought, 
however, which is, happily for 
him, wholly removed from his} 
mind by that great indulgence, 
that kind condescension, that ex- 
treme candour, that charitableness 
of interpretation, that scorn to 


etit 
itte 
our 


hic 
listen to abuse of persdns whoiifoun 
have no power to answer, that | 
magnanimous disdain of taking 
advantage of involuntary error, 
that fairness in representing, that 
abhorrence of foul play, and that 
more-than-maternal tenderness fot 
a petitioning people, which have, 
as the nation and the world so well 





know, invariably marked the pro 


65) 


pedings of your Honourable 


pouse. 


| Emboldened by reflecting on | 


hese facts, not less important to 
im than 
broughout the world, your Pefi- 
ioner, though still filled with a 
lense of his insufliciency for the 


they are notorious 


erformance of so arduous a duty, 
ill, with all bumility, proceed 
> submit to your Honourable 
Touse his opinions as to the prin- 
ipal causes of the calamitiés, 


minder which his native country is | 


now suffering, calamities which 
7) dave already swept away whole 
lasses of the community, and 
1 ich, if not speedily arrested in 
heir course, appear to your Peti- 
oner likely to produce a total 
issolution of society. 
In pursuance of this object your 
etitioner humbly begs to be per- 
itted to state to your Honourable 
ouse, that he has seen, in docu- 
ents of high authority, but to 
hich documents, from his pro- 
bund respect for the sacred privi- 
ges. of Parliament, he refrains 
om directly referring; in these 
ocuments your humble Petitioner 
as seen, that the calamities of the 
ation have, in great part, at least, 
en traced back to-the Poor- 
ws, operating, as here laid 
own, §0 as to create’ a redundant 
lopilation, a population exceeding 
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‘a proportionate exertion of labour 
;and production of food. 
Your Petitioner most humbly 


| beseeches your Honourable House 
‘to permit him to express his sur- 
prize, that this doetrine should 
have ventured to show its face, 
while the Statute Book of your 
Honourable House proves, that 
the Poor- Laws have existed near- 
ly three hundred years, and while 
the facts are undeniable, that, dur- 
ing those three hundred years the 
nation has, for long spaces of time, 
enjoyed the highest degree of pros-« 
perity, and that, until now, a re- 
dundant population has never been 
regarded as amongst the effects of 
that now-reprobated code; and, 
if your Petitioner be indulged by 
your Honourable House in a per- 
mission to express his surprize as 
to this novelty, he fears uot that 
your Honourable House will re- 
fuse to permit him to express his 
astonishment, and, if he may pre- 
sume, in your presence, to exer- 
cise such a feeling, even his indig- 
nation, at the doctrine of an aug- 
mented and augmenting popula- 
lation being an evil, when it ig 
well known, that the records of 
your llonourable House contain 
volumes upon volumes of details, 
collected and arranged at great 


expence, to establish ~ fact of a 
"9. 
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greatly augmented and augment- | 
ing population, as an incontestible 


proof of greatly augmented and 


uugmenting national prosperity, 


wealth, and power. 
With not less surprize, and with 


scarcely less indignation, can your | Jealousy which he feels for the 


Petitioner hear the calamities of 
the country ascribed to a surplus 
of mouths exceeding the quantity 
of the produce of the exertion of 


labour, when not only is your Pe- 


titioner sure that your Honour- | 


able House is well aware, that the 
food produced by the labour of one 
labourer is, on an average, more 
than suflicient to sustain a hun- 
dred persons, but when the Sta- 
tute Book and other Records of 
your Honourable House, of not 
more than twenty months stand- 
ing, prove to the world, that your 
Honourable House imputed all 
the distresses of the country to a 
superabundant quantity, not of 
and that, 
upon this very ground, 


mouths, but of food; 
clearly 
and formally expressed in several 
solemn Reports, your Honourable 
House proceeded to pass, and ac- 
tually did pass, and now keep in 
force, a law, the real as well as 
the avowed object of which was 
to raise the price, by diminishing 
the quantity, of human food, 
Impotent as is your Petitioner, 


| nevertheless, humbly begs to be 





| your Honourable House is invul- 





feeble as is his voice, insignificant 
as he knows his means to be, he, 


allowed to express his hope, that 
your Honourable House will not 
disdain and treat with scorn the 


consistency, nay, for the common f 
sense, of your Honourable House, § 
at which qualities in your Honour. 
able House these new doctrines 
appear to your humble Petitioner 
to be aiming a mortal blow; 
for, though your Petitioner is too! 
well aware that the wisdom of| 


nerable to all sorts of assault, yet) 
the pride with which, as an Eng- 
lishman, he must necessarily con- 
template the spotless character of 
your Honourable House, and the 
zeal which he feels for your re- 
nown, urge him to resent, with all 
the hostile feelings of his heart, 
the affront offered to your Ho- 
nourable House in the formal and 
authoritative promulgation of doc- 
trines directly at war with the 
records and acts of your Honour- 
able House. 

Were it the misfortune of your 
humble Petitioner to be addressing 
himself to an assembly ignorant 
of such subjects from the nature 
of its component parts, or ren- 
dered such by a disregard of every 
thing not connected with the gra: 
tification of a desire to amass pri: 
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te wealth by base and corrupt 
eans; were your humble Peti- 
oner addressing himself to an 
sembly of this low and disgrace- 
I description, he should think it 
pcessary to endeavour to prove 
2 absolute impossibility of the 
loor-Laws and of a Surplus of 
ouths having produced the cala- 
ities under contemplation ; but, 
aving the good fortune to be 
ddressing himself to your Ho- 
iourable House, not less famed 
r your profound knowledge of 
HM the various branches of poli- 
eal science than for your extreme 
isinterestedness and matchless 
writy, he dares not to seem to 
uppose such proof to be neces- 
ary, more especially as all the 
ropositions of the innovators al- 
ded to stand decidedly negatived 
the Reports, the Resolutions, 
d in the venerated Acts, of your 
lonourable House; and, there- 
re, your Petitioner will, without 
nger trespassing on the great 
dulgence of your Honourable 
ouse, proceed, though with in- 
pressible deference and humi- 
y, to submit to your Honourable 
ous? a brief exposition of what 
dee\ns to have been, and to be, 
reed immediate causes of the 
ition’s calamities, of which cala- 
ities your humble Petitioner and 
family bear their full propor- 
nate burthen. 
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Your Petitioner is confident, that 
your Honourable House will! not 
withhold your candid and ready 
acquiescence from the following 
undeniable propositions; to wit: 
That the Poor-Laws continued in 
operation, from their first enact- 
ment, two hundred and seventy 
years, without producing,and with- 
out having imputed to them, any na- 
tional calamity ;—that, in all ages, 
there have been alternately times 
of scarcity and times of plenty, 
times of high price and times of 
low price, and that never, until 
now, a want of employment accom- 
panied adverse seasons any more 
than favourable seasons ;—that itis 
manifest, that the want of employ- 
ment, which is the great symptom 
of the present national disease, 
and which is altogether peculiar 
to the present times, has not 
arisen from bad seasons, or high 
prices of food, it being notorious 
that it began to be severely ex- 
perienced in 1814, and has con- 
tinued to increase, under all cir- 
cumstances of good seasons as well 
as of bad seasons, and of low 
prices as well as of high prices;— 
that, in 1815, the advocates for 
the Corn Bill all proceeded upon 
the principle, taken by them for 
granted, that the /ow price of farm 
produce was the cause of the 
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want of employment and of the | House wil! not hastily refuse your wh 
nation! distress ;—that, the Board | assent; to wit: that, though it porte 
of Agriculture, and that a Conm-{ be possibile, that the case may inj rom 
mittee of your Honourable House, ; nature occur, that national cala.ggeero™ 
made reports containing an asser- | inity may arise from a superabund. ; tate 
tion of this principle;—that the ance of population, such calamity natu 
numerous Reports made to the ‘can never arise from this cause O°¢: 
Board of Agriculture to prove, | while the already-enclosed lands} peys 
that want of employment, a great} of the country are imperfeetly} this 
increase of pauperism, and wide | cultivated;—that the already en- thec 


a gré 
meve 
that 
grea 
pity 
ment of a Cora Bill, that high | in several Reports sanctioned by te Ps 


° . ' “4 ia Ci 
prices were necessary in order to] your Honourable House ;—andiy 9 


po | 


ruin amongst farmers and traders, | closed lands of the kingdom ad. 
had taken place along with a|mit of a great quantity of ad 
great reduction in the price of| ditional! labour being profitably 
food:—that it was then held, by | employed upon them ;—that this 


all those who sought the enact-| proposilion has been maintained 


remove the prevalent want of em | that, therefore, it is an obviow a — 
nloyment, and in order to di-| cenclusion, that it is not the want per 
ninish pauperism and to prevent | of materials whereon to employ 
the total ruin of landlords, far- | labour, but the want of means to 
mers, and traders;—and that, it| pay for that labour, from which 
was upon the ground oi these} the now-deeply-felt want of en- 
principles and of the evidence | ployment has arisen. 

produced 1) support ofthe truth, That this want of employment, 
that your JTlonourable House| together with all the dreadful 
passed the Corn Bill, the real as | calamities, of which it is only one 
well as the declared object. of| characteristic, should have arisen 
which was to raise and keep up| trom a sudden transition from wat 


the price of the produce of the|éo peace, is in such direet hos : 
that 


bod 
mes 
pea 
oth 


land. tility to the experience of the 

To these propositions, which | world as well as to the dic 
are altogether undeniable, your|tates of reason, that your Pe 
Petitioner begs leave to add some|titioner is sure that the wis 
others, tothe truth of which he| dom of your Honourable Hous 
also believes your Honourable| will treat with scorn the ad 
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yancing of a doctrine so pre- 
posterous ;—that the transitions 
from war to peace, being changes 
rom one state to another, which 
states are directly opposite in their 
matures and can by no possibility 
° o-exist in any degree, must a/- 


gays be sudden ;—that changes oi 


this sort have taken place in all 
the civilized nations in the world 
@ great number of times, and that 
never, uptil new, has it happened, 
that sucha change has produced 
great and general national cala- 
f nity ;—that a transition from war 


‘te peace has, in all former cases, 


Waccompynied by success or by 
Bo loss of dominion, in war, in- 
Wariably been attended by a re- 
. urn, or an increase, of national 
prosperity and happiness ;—that, 
from the nature of things this 
must be, seeing that peace natur- 
ally restores to productive labour 
the enjoyment ofa large part ofthat 
which war requires to be given to 
unproductive labour, seeing that 
peace naturally renders certain 

any things which war keeps in 
a state of uncertainty, and seeing 
that a great mass of individual 
bodily and mental suffering is re- 
moved by a change from war to 
peaee, on all which and numerous 


other grounds, all mankind speak 


of the calamities of war and the 
blessings of peace as they speak of 
the dorments of hell and the enjoy- 
ments of heaven, 

That, besides what has, in the 
above propositions, been, by your 
Petitioner most humbly suimitted 
to the wisdom of your Honour- 
able House, he begs permission 
toadd, that even the experience 
of the present case affords ample 
ground for asserting, that a tran- 
sition from war to peace has not 
been the cause of the nation’s dis- 
tresses and caiamities, in proof of 
which your Petitioner has only to 
remind your Honourable House, 
that the want ef employment and 
all the other symptoms of national 
pressure began to assume their 
present character in the autumn 
ofthe year [813, and that the pro- 
gress of the calamity through war 
and through peace, through high 
prices and through low prices, 
through plenty and through scar- 
city of food, has been undeviating 
from that time to this, though, at 
particular periods, its pace has 
been rendered quicker or slower 
hy the adventitious circumstances 
of seasons or of foreign. commerce. 

In the face of these undeniable 
propositions, these notorious facts ; 
in the face of the experience of 
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all civilized nations in, all ages: 
in the face of reason and of na- 
ture: in the face of these, no one 
will, your Petitioner would fain 
hope, have the hardihood to in- 
sult your Honourable House by 
persevering in imputing the cala- 
mities of the nation to causes so 
perfectly imaginary, and, if they 
were real, so entirely inadequate 
to the producing of such tremend- 
ous effects. 

That no effect can proceed from 
an inadequate cause is a proposi- 
tion not necessary to be stated to 


your Honourable House, and, it is 


not less obvious, that the cause of 


great and general national cala- 
mity, bordering on an extermina- 
tion of the people, must be not 
only powerful in its nature but all 
searching in the objects of its ope- 
ration and influence: in short, 
your Petitioner scruples not to 
express his conviction, that when 
your Honourable House shall 
deign to turn your great contem- 
plative powers to the amount of the 
fares and the operation of the 
paper-money system, you wiil seek 
no farther for a cause of the cala- 


“mities of the country, and that the 


remedy will not long remain hid- 
den from your sight. 


It is so well known, it must be 





so obvious to common sense, that 
the welfare of every community 
must depend on productive la- 
bour receiving just remuneration ; 
that labour is property, and that 
not to pay for it when received, 
or to take from it its produce, is 
to destroy, or set at nought, the 
vital principles of property ; that 
to take from those who labour and 


vive to those who do not labour, 


is to put a band round the arms | 
and prevent the blood from flow- | 


ing into the hands, while the hands, 


(hus benumbed, are called upon to} 


produce food for the body ; that in 
whatever degree a man pays with- 
out receiving to his own use the worth 
in return, he is the poorer ; that 
what a man pays in taxes has no 
channel whereby to return to him 
other than the channels by whicli 
he may expect the return of mo- 
ney lost by him at the gaming: 
table or on the highway: these 
things are so well known, they 
are truths so obvious, that your 
Petitioner begs your Honourable 
House to be assured, that he states 
them merely to show his great 
anxiety to keep clear of all ¢on- 
clusions, absurd in themselves, of 
in anywise offensive to your Ho- 
nourable House, without ‘whose 


kind indulgence he is but too con- 
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cious that he is less than 
hothing. 
Deeply penetrated with this 
tense of his own weakness, but 
feeling strong in his reliance on 
the cherishing countenance of your 
Honouable House, your humble 
Petitioner proceeds to express his 
‘onviction, that, as, in whatever 
degree a man pays without re- 
eiving to his own use the worth 
In return he must in that degree 
be poor, it inevitably follows, that, 
in whatever degree the great mass 
of the people pay without receiv- 
‘ing to their use the worth in re- 
turn, they must also be the poorer ; 
and he begs leave to think, that 
rom these premises it again ine- 
itably follows, that taxes, in pro- 
ortion to their amount, produce 
traightened means in some of the 
Jasses of society, poverty in other 
lasses, actual want of a suflici- 
incy of food and raiment ina third, 
ind extreme misery bordering on 
arvation and accompanied with 
umerous crimes, and occasional 
nadness, and death, in the lowest 
nd most numerous class of all: 
yhence it has come to pass in our 
nhappy country, that Taxes, Pub- 
ic Debts, Standing Armies, Mili- 
ary Staffs and Colleges, Lists of 
lace-men and Place-women and 


ensioners, Police Establishments, 
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fi7s 


Penal Laws, Poor-houses, Jails, 


and new modes and means of 
Hanging and Transporting, have 
all gone on increasing together. 
The thought of appearing to 
prefer, in any respect, any coun- 
try in the world before his own 
country, would be too painful for 
your Petitioner to endure, and 
he trusts that your tlonourable 
House, in your well-known jus- 
tice, will not suppose him to en- 
tertain such a thought, merely be- 
cause he states to your Honour- 
able House, that, in the country, 
which now affords him protection 
against dungeons and dealers in 
human blood, there are few taxes, 


and those in amount so insignifi- 


cant as for their very existence to 


be unknown to the far greater part 
of the people; and, that the con- 
sequences are, that instances of 
misery and of crimes are so rare 
as to bea subject of wonder ; that 
ease, happiness and content every 
where abound; and that an in- 
crease of population is regarded 
asa blessing and not as a curse. 
Manifest, however, as your Pe- 
tittoner humbly presumes your 
Honourable House will perceive 
it to be, that taxes, in proportion 
to their amount must necessarily 
occasion poverty and all the evils 


attendant on poverty, and that 
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the amount of the taxes in the 
kingdow is calculated to produce 
such «ff cts im an unprecedcuted 
degree, yet he ventures, under the 
indulgence of your Llonourable 
House, to express lis conviction, 
that this cause of evil has received 
great additional and most mis- 
ehie. ous force from the co-opera- 
tion of a paper-money, forced into 
circulation and acceptance by di- 
versari(ul and unjust contrivances, 
and changcab’e in its value at the 
pleasure of those by whom it has 
been made, issucd and managed. 

Your Petitioner fears not to 
state, that, if your Honourable 
House will be pleased to refer to 
the history of the calamities and 
convulsions, which have taken 
place in civilized states, during 
the last hundred aad twenty years, 
you will find, that one of the most 
powertul oi the causes has beena 
false, or fictitious, money, under 


- the denomination of Bills, Notes, 


Assignats, and others, and always 
composed of Paper, bearing on it 
a promise to pay such or such 
suins to the bearer or possessor of 
such paper. In Franee, many 
years ago, a scheme of this des- 
cription spread ruin far and wide, 
and, of late years, it has actually 
produced, by its co-operation with 
heavy and vexatious taxes, two 
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per money, introduced more than 





sixty years ago, spread ruin and 
beggary amongst a people, who 
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appeared to be so happily situated) 
bs rea 
as to have no want uneratified| f 
& ews of cc 

in the States of Austria. in Den. ae 


mark, in Sweden, and in every #4 
other country, where such a sys ie ws 
tem of fiction hus prevailed, ruin lt 
and misery have always, seoner iim £ th 
lor later, been its fruits, of which ii - 


a 


fruits the United States them ji 
selves have not, as your Petitioner 
will hereafter beg leave to be per: 
mitted to show, wholly escapediy 
the bitter taste. 

The chief reason of this uni 


versally evil effect of such fictions ind: 
9 | 


is SS eVI ‘ 
isnot less evident than.the « fleet sume 


itself is notorious. Money being neith 


the universal standard, by compa: 
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which men buy, sell, or with reSiihe g, 
gard to which they enter into con UiNy ide 
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concerns of every man from the 


Prince to the Ploughman, it is | 


obvious, that when money, when 
this standard of value, is change- 
buble, whether at pleasure or from 
accident, and especially if the 
hanges be sudden as to time and 
preat in degree, a real violation 
of contracts, a transfer of proper- 
: yunjusily from one to another, 
and ruin, misery and confusion 
lust ensue, 
It ia out of those just notions 


feof the sacredness of money, as a 


Standard of value and as the vital 


i # inciple of contracts, that the 


Pa 


me 
4 


law has arisen which considers to 
be ireason the counterfeiting of 
the coin of the realm, such act of 
counterfeiting being to strike at 
the very root of society itself; 
and, asyourPetitiouer humbly pre- 
umes to believe, counterfeiting is 
neither more nor less than a chang- 


i g of the value of money, an ope- 


ation, which, when it takes place 
bartiaily and in a small degree, 
produces injuries in a similar ex- 
ent; but, when such changing of 
the standard of value is general, 
udden, and, with regard to the 
community, as secretly performed 
as the works of the_ traitorous 
oiner, then it becomes a scourge 
ore mortal than the pestilence 


hat walketh by day and the arrow 
hat flieth by night. | 
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lf your humble Pefitioner were 
addressing himself to a body less 
enlightenedthan your Honourable 
fiouse; if he had the misfortune 
to have to offer his opmions and 
prayers to men so profoundly ig- 


norant ofall the prineiples of poli- 


_tieal economy as to hope to cure 








the national calamities by volun- 
tary contributions, or by settmg 
labourers to dig holes one day 
and to fill them up the next; if 
he had the mortification to be ad- 
dressing his prayers to men of this 
shallow and vulgar-minded des- 
cription, he might think it neces- 
sary to illustrate his representa- 
tions by supposing the number of 
eubic inehes of the Winchester 
bushel, or the number of ounces of 
the pound weight, or the number 
of longitudinal inches of the foot 
measure, to be, all of a sudden, 
changed in a great degree, and 
without any previous notice to the 
public; and he is certain that even 
the most stupid assembly that 
ever disgraced the forms of léegis« 
lation would perceive, that such 
changes would cause a real viola- 
tion of innumerable contracts, and 
tliat distress and ruin to innumer- 
able persons must inevitably fol- 
low; but, haying the unspeak- 
able felicity to be addressing him- 
self to your Honourable House, 




















183} Petition oF Witiiam Cossert. [£84 | 


whose fame for profundity is sur- 
passed only by your fame for can- 
dour and purity, your Petitioner 
has no need to resort to illustra- 
tions of any kind, and, therefore, 
hastened on by the fear of abusing 
the well-known indulgence of 
your Honourable House, he pro- 
ceeds to trace to your Honourable 
House the progress of this unre- 
lenting scourge, called Paper 
Money. 

In the early stages of its exis- 
tence this mortal enemy of human 
happiness and freedom, was, like 
the first fibres of the cancer, felt 
only in occasional twitches; but, 
as it advanced in bulk, its effects 
became more and more regularly 
and severely felt, till, at last, it 
has produced all the deadly effects 
now before our eyes. For a long 
series of years its visible effects 
were a regular increase of gam- 
bling, of fraud, and of all the 
vices engendered by a dependence 
on trick rather than on industry 
and talent; and its visible effects 
were a gradual changing of the 
real property of the country from 
the hands of the ancient owners 
into the hands of the dealers in 
Paper-Money, a gradual under- 
mining of that natural magistracy 
which is ever the best bond of 
society, a consequent’ gradual 


hardening of the penal Jaws, and | 
finally a gradually produced dis. | 
location of all the joints and liga. 


ments which held together with- 


out grudging and without violence 
all the orders of that admirable 
community that formed the people 
of England. 
Paper-Money increased real pro- . 


As the powers of | 


ee? 


ao 


perty naturally grew into larger | 
‘parcels, small farms became gra. f 
dually Jess numerous, “till, at § 
last, they became wholly ‘extin- | 


guished, while their industrious 


and while the labourers, seeing | 
no hope of ever acquiring any | 
share of the profits of their 





labour, became less and less desi- 
‘rous of abstaining from demands 
on the parish rates. 

Such, as your Honourable 
House must have perceived, were | 
amongst the effects of this bale: | 
ful system of Paper-Money pre: 
vious to the year 1797, when it 
assumed a bolder and more des: 
at that 
period, the makers and issuers of 


perate character; for, 


this fictitious representative of 
value, who had amassed to them- 
selves, in exchange for their 
paper, large portions of the real 
wealth of the nation, under pro- 
mises to exchange the paper into 





. % 4 : 
down into a state of labourers, @ 








and virtuous cultivators sunk 
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rs, oe 
lestates in fee, or, more generally, | ing violation of all private con- 
in exchange for mortgages or, tracts, in this ruinous oppression 
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gold at the pleasure of the holder, | gaged in agriculture, trade, ma- 
Bid, all of a sudden, and by an_ nufactures, and commerce ; when 


act unparalleled in its extent as” your Honourable House reflects 


well as in its wickedness, fulfil , on this circumstance, and sees 


» the very letter the predictions | clearly, as your Petitioner humbly 
of that Great Political Writer, presumes you will, the mortal 
who had foretold, only a year blow that this numerous and ac- 
L fore, that such would be their | tive part of the community must 
gonduct. Thence forward these | have received from this arbitrary 
makers and issuers poured forth | | change in the standard of value, 
their fictitious money so as to en- | he is quite sure that your Honour- 
hance prices to an astonishing able House will need seek no far- 


lecree. and. when the had {ther for the cause of a want of 
S b 3 y 


Biven their paper in exchange for |employment and great national 





n’s real property, for their | misery; and yet, in this sweep- 


other securities, they suddenly,;°f private borrowers, in this 
and without any previous notice, | Stab into the heart of individual 
> diminished the quantity of their | industry, enterprize and hope, 
Daper in circulation as to lower | your Petitioner is convinced that 
ices one half in nominal amount, | your Honourable House will per- 
> lower the nominal value of real | mit him to say, that there is seen a 
roperty, of stock in trade and of | part only of the cruel effects of 
bour; and, they thus, by a|this arbitrary changing of the 
hanging of the standard of value | standard of value ; for, it must be 
t their own arbitrary will, ac-| manifest to your Honourable 
uired a legal demand upon all House, that, if the private bor- 
orrowers to double the real| rower must inevitably be ruined 
mount of the sums lent. by this fraudulent operation, the 

When your Honourable House | bare possibility of which never 
eflects, that it is in the class of could have entered his mind at 
orrowers that you see all the the time of receiving the loan, 
reatest motives to exertion, all|the whole nation, except the 
he most active and most enter- | lenders to the public and except 

ising part of the persons en- | those persons who derived emolu- 














187) 
ment from the taxes, must also 
be ruined by the same operation, 
by which, in fact, the sums re- 
quired in taxes, great as those 
sums were, were doubled in real 
amount. 

Here then, and, as your Petition- 
er presumes liumbly to express his 
belief, here only, is the real im- 
mediate the 
frightful calamities of the nation ; 


cause of present 
for, when yonr Honourable House 
reflects on the numerousness 
the class of borrowers, on the 
great portion of the productive 
labour of the country which this 
class sets and keeps in motion; 
when you reflect on the vast pro- 
portion of the product of la- 
bour which the taxes take away 


from those who labour and con- 
vey to those who do not labour; 


when you reflect that the total 
of the 


straightened means of others, and 


ruin many borrowers, 
the discouragement of all, must 
necessarily cause the money raised 
‘jin taxes and paid to the lenders to 
be retained in a state of compara- 
tive inactivity, and, in numerous 
loans 
public and private and in other 


instances, transferred” in 


investments to foreign countries; 
when your Honourable House 
reflects on these circumstances, 
your Petitioner is sure that your 
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er 
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Honourable House will here’ 





find the real immediate cause of Myce 





the nation’s calamities, and that ey 





all the uew notions of the injurj. Wigicits 





cone 
nt. 
irinic 
food 


efen 


ous effect of the Poor-Laws, of 







a Surplus-Population, and of a/ 























Sudden Transition from War to! 





Peace, will, at once, vanish, and,) 


‘like the baseless fabric of aj 
Wiaws, 
la bit: 
pe: 
adic 
¢ P. 
a : .. ) had b 

the experience of the United/@™ 


- 


‘‘ vision, leave not a wreck be. 
*¢ hind.” E 

Could it be possible, however, # 
for a doubt stili to remain in the} ‘ 
mind of your Honourable House,’ 


















States of America must, as your|iy a t 
Petitioner confidently believes, ae = 
wholly remove that doubt; fore - 
though the whole of the principal” 6 
of the Public Debt in this country ae p>. * 
does not exceed in amount thie” 
annual interest of the Debt’ with pand 
which our country is unhappily whi 
burthened ; though the taxes her ng 
be so light as for their very exist- rts 
ence to be absolutely unknown (0 wie 
the great mass of the communily; en 
yet, from a sudden diminution 6 sen 
the quantity of Paper-money which} bin: 
had been in circulation previously ech 
to 1815, ruin and misery wert ue 
spread far and wide over all thm Ris 
commercial part of the commu: ‘ae 
nity, a consequent stagnation © ooh. 
trade ensued, and, for the fir nest 
time in the history of the countrs; ater 
) it nm 
a want of employment and paupe Sige 


rism and soup-sliops began to re 
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eir hideous heads, and to pro-| cause, similar in its nature buta 


ce what in their very nature 
ey must produce, idleness, men- 


icity, and crimes. A wise and 


conomical system of Govern- 


nt, an absence of sianding 
Winies, a reliance on the hearty 
ood will of the people for the 


efence and due execution of the 





ws, a return in peace to all the | 
fabits and diminished expences 
fF peace, will, it is hoped, wholly | 
wadicate the evils. produced by | 


% 


he Paper-Money, and which evils 


Bad been confined to the commer- 


dal towns and their immediate | 
environs ; but, if a country, si- | 
fated as to pecuniary matters, 
ad governed, as the United States 


om a sudden changing of the 
itandard of value; if a country, | 
§ which there is scarcely any such 
ing as a lease of lands, where | 
ortgages are comparatively un- | 
fnown, and where borrowing for | 
furposes of agriculture anc trade | 
} general is carried to so trifling | 
bextent; if, insuch a country, | 
echanging of the standard of 
Blue could be felt as a blow at | 
§ prosperity, and could produce, 
en in the smallest degree, a 
unt of empldkgment, while the 
hest of land is calling for cul- 
ators, your Honourable House 
it not, your Petitioner is cer- 
in, entertain any doubt that’ a 





thousand-told greater in derree, 
has, as it neces-arily must have, 
produced proportionate calamities 
in England. 

Therefore, as your humble Pe- 
titioner has the unutterable hap- 
piness to be confident that he shall 
be honoured with the concurrence 
of your Honourable House as to 


the great immediate cause of the 


nation’s manifold sufferings, 80 is 


he not less confident, that, in 


seeking for a remedy, your Ho- 
‘nourable House will reject, as 


the vision of weak-minded dream- 
ers, any project for altering the 
Poor-Laws, and that you wi!] treat 


with ineffable contempt and seora 
’ : | 
te, could feel sensibly a blow. 


all the schemes for collecting the 
savings of a starving people, for 
preventing the labouring classes 
from marrying, and for causing 
holes to be dug one day and filled 
up the next; but, that, foliowing 
the dictates of your own instinctive 
energy and wisdom, you will put 


‘an end to the evil by removing 


the cause; and that, as that cause 
manifestly is the taxes which drain 
away from productive labour so 
large a portion of its fruits to be, 
as above stated, conveyed, by the 
hands of the lenders of Paper- 
Money, into unproductive or fo- 
reion depositories, ou will largely 
reduce the proportion of the 
money so raised and so conveyed 
away. 
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Therefore, your Petitioner, full | 
of confidence in the well-known 
justice of } your Honourable House, 
and fearing that he may already 
have trespassed beyond the bounds 
even of that great patience and 
indulgence which are traits so 
prominent in the now-well- 
establizhed character of your 
Honourable House, proceeds, 
with all humility, distinctly to 
pray, that your Honourable 
House will be pleased, by mea- 
sures, which, to your great wis- 
dom may seem meet, to cause 
the interest of the Public Debt 
to be reduced; to cause all 


salaries, pensions and pay of 


every description proceeding from 
the public money to be redece d: 
to cause a revision of contracts 
between lenders and borrowers 
and latters and renters: so that 
the nation at large and that indi- 
viduals in their several particular 
cases, may receive from the hands | 
of your Honourable House pro- | 


tection from that injustice, Which | with great deference and “Gib, 


'tounding force, your Petitione 












upon his country with such as. 






has, during eleven years, omitted 
no means within his humble sphere 
and capacity to produce the adop. 
tion of measures such as thoge 
now humbly submitted to the 
transcendant wisdom of your Ho. | 
nourable House; and that, upon} 
several occasions, he has earnest-| 
ly besought Members of youre 
Ho»ourable House to aid him, by 
proposing resolutions or other.) Qn 
wise, in the discharge of this in. 
portant public duty; but, that, ie Ste 
whether from indolence, indeci- _ Be 
sion, or some other cause to youlme. Sp 
Petitioner unknown, he has never ay 
heen able to obtain any thing be- 
yond repeatedly broken promise)? 9?) 
ofsuchaid; and, therefore it is thal). My } 
your Petitioner, in whose breas|iiy In 
no time, no distance, no calamity, * 

no injuries, can ever extinguish 

or damp the ardent love which he 

| has always borne his native coun (RD ying¢ 
try, has now ventured, thougl 







has been done them by an arbi- | lity, to address directly to yout pf th 


trary change in the Standard of! Honourable House the exposition Presi 
Value, and which change has pro- ,and prayer contained in this hi 


duced such dreadful and so noto- 
rious calamities. 

To this his humble and earn- 
est prayer your Petitioner begs 
leave only to add a representa- 
tion, that, long fore-seeing the 
calamities, which haye now fallen | 





most humble Petition. 


pnta 

And your Petitioner, fer, 

As in all duty and humility bound, sha 
Will ever pray. o it. 


Wo. COBBET? 
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